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About Our Programs  

Community Day Learning, a program of The 
Community Group, partners with Lawrence Public 

Schools to offer these enrichment programs. 
Through our early learning centers and network 
of home care providers, Community Day Learning 

offers continuity of care from infancy through 12 
years. Students enrolled in our infant/toddler 
program may progress to a preschool/

kindergarten program to a school age program. 
This continuity of care in our high quality 
programs can be an important factor in the 

positive development of our students. 

 

 

School Enrichment 

UPDATE 

TCG Enrichment Programs, in 

partnership with Lawrence Public 

Schools (LPS), are enjoying another 

successful year of programming. 

More than 1,000 K-5 LPS students 

have participated in high-quality, 

project-based learning for over 250 

hours at 10 district schools to date. 

Seven schools host Out-of-School 

time (OST) programs after school 

hours and three schools hold weekly 

Expanded Learning Time (ELT) during 

the school day. This term, thanks to 

TCGõs collaboration with several 

community organizations, students 

had the opportunity to participate in 

a variety of interesting activities, 

including horseback riding, mock 

trials, TV news production and 

rowing. 

 

OST Programs 

Wetherbee School 

Community Day Arlington 

Elementary School 

Bruce School 

Tarbox School 

Frost Elementary School 

Parthum Elementary School 

South Lawrence East Elementary School  

 

ELT Programs 

Wetherbee School 

Guilmette Elementary School 

Guilmette Middle School 

 

Wetherbee Highlights  

TCG site director, Shirley Pimentel, was 

trained in the Parent Institute for Quality 

Education (PIQE) curriculum, a national 

parent engagement program specializing in 

achieving economic and social equality for 

all through education. Ms. Pimentel 

became a part of Lawrence Family Institute 

for Student Success (LFISS) on behalf of 

the Wetherbee School, where she 

facilitated six sessions in Spanish to 

elementary school parents. Many of the 

families involved in the institute were from 

the OST enrichment program, creating 

Roselee Mohika  

Director, School Enrichment Programs 

 

Kathy McDonough  

Director, 21st Century Program 

 

Mary Ellen Dolloff  

Assistant Director, 21st Century Program 

 
Wanda Gines  

Director, Latchkey Program 

 

Jason Rivera 

Assistant Director, Latchkey Program 

 

Site Directors  

Flor De Paz (acting), Arlington 

978-273-5534 

Nelly Fernandez, CDCPS-Webster 

978-382-8253 

Carlos Figueroa, Frost 

978-857-8046 

Anais Chiclana, Guilmette 

978-807-5185 

Luis Disla, Parthum 

978-857-4948 

Alyxis Crompton, South Lawrence East 

978-857-7585 

Shirley Pimentel, Wetherbee 

978-857-7589 

Omayra Ortiz, Methuen 

978-857-3324 

 

Enrichment Facilitators  

Arlene DiMento, Bruce 

Betsy Amaro, Tarbox 

òSo please get your rags; And your polishing jars; Somebody has to go polish the stars.ó  

- Shel Silverstein, A Light in the Attic   
Program Staff  

Wetherbee families increased their participation in the after-school program thanks to an effort by  

Ms. Pimentel to increase their engagement 
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even more opportunities to connect with 

families outside of program drop-off and 

pick-up. As a result, Wetherbee parents are 

more familiar with their school and the TCG 

after school program, and expressed further 

interest in what their children are studying. 

Ms. Pimentel will facilitate another Spanish-

speaking cohort in the fall with middle 

school parents.  

 

The Wetherbee also offered some exciting 

projects this term. 4th grade teacher, Mike 

Britton, facilitated a student-led newspaper, 

called òYa Heard,ó for the last two activity 

sessions. Students selected sections to work 

on (i.e. comic strip, video game reviews, 

interviewing teachers, photography, current 

events, and more). One student serves as 

the Editor-in-Chief and reviews the 

newspaper before printing.  

 

Group leader, Jaritza Hidalgo, helped her students create two 

amazing videos ð one dedicated to bullying prevention, and the 

other, a music video. Students selected the themes, wrote the 

scripts, generated ideas for the scenes, and assisted Ms. 

Hidalgo with the editing.  

 

5th grade teacher, Jodie George, facilitated a Mock Trial for 

students in the first activity cycle. Students worked closely 

with a city attorney and a judge and learned about their 

careers. Students practiced skills such as giving testimony, 

serving on a jury, and calling and cross-examining witnesses. 

They truly enjoyed imagining themselves in these positions.  

 

7th grade teacher, Tim Doyle, and, PE teacher, Jami Hayden, 

are assisting students with rowing projects. Mr. Doyle guides 

the boys rowing and Ms. Hayden oversees girls rowing. A 

driving force behind creating separate programs was to give 

girls ð especially those that are particularly shy ð the 

ELT Programs provide valuable common planning and 

professional development time for teachers at the 

Wetherbee School, Guilmette Elementary, and Guilmette 

Middle School. This session, students are benefiting from a 

number of TCG partners, including: 

 

Judith OõHare, a well-known puppeteer, works with 

students to help them create individual puppets to use in 

various skits. The puppets help stimulate studentsõ 

imagination, creativity, and ELA skills while building self-

confidence. Through role-play, students are able to 

express their emotions, solve problems positively, and 

learn many important social skills.  

 

Cartoonist, Don Mathias , gives Wetherbee students an 

opportunity to enhance their creativity through laughter 

and stress relief. Developing a story and characters is a 

powerful teaching tool, which helps improve language and 

cognitive development. Students leave class inspired to 

become cartoonists! 

 

Drumming with Derek 

Hayden , at the Guilmette 

School, is one of our 

studentsõ favorite 

activities. While improving 

their rhythmic and 

melodic skills, students develop confidence and boost their 

brain power while making new friends and having fun. As 

Mr. Hayden likes to say, òA child who learns how to drum 

doesnõt make noise -- they make music!ó 

 

SPARK, with Kim 

Benoit , is a fitness 

program that 

encourages all 

students with 

varying abilities and 

gives them the 

opportunity to join in and have fun. Ms. Benoit helps 

students improve their fitness skills, promotes team-

building, and actively engages every participant. The 

program is designed to provide quality activities without 

overwhelming students. Ms. Benoit repeats several games, 

helping students to develop sufficient skills and learn to 

recall instructions.  

 

Nicole Walker 

teaches students 

stress-releasing 

techniques that help 

pave the way for 

improved academic 

performance during 

Yoga/Mindfulness. 

Every week students 

look forward to Miss 

Nicoleõs class and leave feeling relaxed and stress free! 
Mrs. Niziak and her group building their escape room; developing puzzles using math, 

science, ELA, and social studies to help participants escape 

Wetherbee students  

pose with their 
submission for the tallest 

structure competition 
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opportunity to participate in a sport theyõve never tried 

before.  

 

CDA Beyond  

Students at Community Day Arlington (CDA) embarked on 

exciting field trips throughout winter and spring programming. 

During February vacation, students visited Essex Art Center ð 

a valued TCG community partner ð where they were part of 

the Boston Baroque. Students watched a short musical 

performance, practiced using instruments such as violins and 

cellos, and sampled European art and architecture in the 

gallery. 

 

CDA students also traveled to the Wetherbee School to see 

an entertaining performance by The Tanglewood Marionettes, 

which provided two different shows for younger and older age 

groups. Much to their delight, younger students enjoyed The 

Fairy Circus, and the older students witnessed the story of 

Perseus and Medusa. Once the students returned to CDA, they 

could not stop talking about the shows as many students had 

never seen a marionette performance before.  

  

Topping off a slate of great field trips, CDA students finished 

their winter activity cycle with a celebration, showcasing their 

projects, creating their own games (focused on cooperation 

and teamwork), and sharing their experiences with parents 

and family members. Students, parents, and staff got to spend 

time catching up with one another while enjoying some pizza 

and refreshments.  

 

Parthum Plus  

Students at Parthum Plus learned about a wide array of topics 

such as planning a camping trip, gardening, producing a video, 

and learning a full, choreographed dance! Students are often 

encountering new, exciting challenges by engaging in activities 

they never tried before. For example, students learned new 

CDA Beyond Students loved the visit from The Tanglewood Marionette, who came to 

Lawrence thanks to a grant from the Lawrence Cultural Council, a local agency which 
is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  

steps to a dance through consistent practice. They showed 

great perseverance. One child who participated in this activity 

offered this perspective: òIf I can learn this, I can learn 

anything!ó One could only think of all the other students 

participating in projects like these, which allow them to feel 

such a sense of accomplishment and the skills to continue 

building strong growth mindsets. 

 

The Parthum Plus end-of-session celebration was a big hit with 

many parents in attendance. Parents are always impressed to 

see what their children created and learned along with the 

social connections they made with their peers. The 

celebration began with student performances, then 

transitioned to a showcase where students proudly described 

the projects they worked on for the previous 10 weeks. 

 

South Lawrence East  

What makes the South Lawrence East program unique is 

family engagement. The program developed "Throwback 

Thursday Day" which takes place the last Thursday of every 

month and welcomes families into the school to participate in 

an activity. In March, families participated in a bingo night, 

where winners could compete for raffle baskets. End-of-

session celebrations are also popular events for students and 

families. Dozens of students introduce their projects and 

A guest speaker from the òLetõs Go Campingó program answered Parthum student 

questions and students got to see a tent and tools that are used on camping trips. 

Parents at the Parthum OST enjoy the end-of-session celebration 


